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Contacts 
St Swithin’s Church 

 Rector:  Revd Ros Greenhalgh  01789 751546  
 e-mail: revdrosgreenhalgh@gmail.com 

 Revd Jim Edie (Curate)                                                                               01789 722416     
e-mail: revdjimedie@gmail.com 

 Revd Andrew Goy (Communities Minister)                                               07554 932271    
e-mail: cotswoldpioneer@gmail.com 

 Revd Yvette Grundy (Assistant Curate)  01789 750006 
       e-mail: ygrundy@icloud.com 

Churchwardens :  Judi Lucas 01789 720239 
                         Jane Spooner 07365 517962  
                                  e-mail: JaneChurchWarden64@outlook.com   
Quinton Parish Council 

 Chairman:  Robert Spooner               07588 524758 
   e-mail: pcquinnrs6493m@outlook.com 
 Clerk: Maria Norman 01789 450242 
   e-mail: quintonpcclerk@gmail.com 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group  

 Chairman: Paul Milliken                   01789 721229 
                                                                       website: www.quinton-plan.org 
Quinton Parish Website                                              www.quintonweb.net/notice-board 

Admington Parish Council 

 Chairperson: Sue Cook 07767205400 
   e-mail: s.cook8@sky.com 
 Clerk: Maria Norman 01789 450242 
   e-mail: warkspclerk@gmail.com 

District Councillor 

 Edward Fitter 07976 693080 
   e-mail: Edward.Fitter@stratford-dc.gov.uk 

Meon Medical Centre 01789 720820 
Quinton & Admington Village Hall bookings 
 Rosie Charman 01789 721029 
Nosh & Natter; Trips 4U; Meon Vale church events 

 Barbara Craig 07771 708151 
Ladies’ Circle 

 Karen Morris 01789 721089 

Police  Shipston on Stour Safer Neighbourhood Team                                01789 444670 
                                                            e-mail: shipston.snt@warwickshire.pnn.police.uk 
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St Swithin’s News 
Easter 2021   

 

After a year of lockdowns and closed churches we arrive at Easter once 

more.  A time when we remember how the despondency of Christ’s 

followers, following His death on the cross, gave way to the joy of His 

resurrection.  The Revd Andrew Goy reflects on moving from suffering to 

hope (page 4) drawing parallels with the despair of lockdown giving way to 
hope for the future. 
As the Meon Medical Centre’s Covid vaccination update (page 18) shows, 

the overwhelming majority of us are putting our hope of defeating the virus in 
having the jab, something enthusiastically encouraged by our MP (page 19).   
With our churches reopening for public worship on Easter Sunday (page 5) 

there are certainly encouraging signs of the slow return to normality.  The 
staging of the Admington Fun Ride (page 19), albeit within the covid 
restrictions; the tentative list of forthcoming events in the Churchwardens’ 

Report (page 6); the planned summer and autumn Trips4U outings (page 12); 
and the announcement of a November return to the stage for QUADS (page 13) 
all bode well for the future, and hopefully herald the return of a full page of 
village diary dates come the autumn.    
In the meantime the return of the Scarecrows (page 11) can help us look  

forward to happier times. 
Despite lockdown and the stay-at-home 

regulations there has been no let-up in the 
volume of litter that is being collected 
daily by a number of community-minded 
individuals.  Litter and the increasing 
amount of mess left by dog walkers both 
feature in the Parish Council 

Chairman’s notes (page 7).  

Grove Garage 

We service and MOT  
all makes of cars and MOT 

motorbikes 

Ebrington   GL55 6NW 
telephone 01386 593000              

On a more positive note for the future of our community, we welcome the 
formation of the Meon Vale Residents’ Association (page 10). 

Cover picture:  March-born lambs in the shadow of St Swithin’s 

St Swithin’s News on the web: www.quintonpc.org.uk/community 

Contributions from individuals and organisations in our parish welcomed 

Copy deadline for the Summer issue is Thursday 6
th

 May 2021 

Contact the editor: nicholas.bond@farming.me.uk or phone 01789 721311 

mailto:nicholas.bond@farming.me.uk
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From Suffering to Hope 
Reflection by the Revd Andrew Goy  

Us Brits are a bundle of contradictions aren’t we? 

Here is an example: on the one hand we are proud 

of our blitz spirit, our stiff upper lip and our 

ability to keep calm and carry on. On the other 

hand, we love a good moan don’t we?  
I wonder how many times you’ve had a conversation   

where one of you says something like ‘mustn’t grumble,’ and then proceeds to 
do exactly that? After all, there is so much in the world to be put to rights isn’t 
there? So we’ll happily complain all day about the small things, but then put up 
with things we should legitimately object to! If you search for ‘this is fine’ 
online, you’ll find a cartoon of a dog drinking coffee in a burning house saying 
‘this is fine’, that I think is very relatable for Covid-era Brits!  

But the truth is, very little about this past year has been fine. There is so much 
that is admirable and good about our blitz spirit (and it has achieved a great deal 
in these last 12 months), but we also need to recognise that it is ok, healthy 
even, to say ‘this is not fine, I’m not fine’. Now, I’m not talking about petty 
frustrations or self-pity (my own issues with losing yet another board game to 
my wife are something I just need to get over), but a natural reaction of sorrow, 
despair, anger and frustration when we are faced with genuine suffering. Let’s 
be honest, we’re going through a lot of genuine suffering right now; as 
individuals, as a community, as a world. 
People often think Christians aren’t meant to complain or despair when faced 

with suffering, that we have it all together. Well I’ll let you in on a secret: we’re 
just as much of a mess as everyone else (the state of my 3 year old’s bedroom is 
often a good metaphor for my life), but we have a confident hope that Jesus is 
sorting through our mess and a day will come when he restores us to perfection. 
In the meantime, God can not only handle, but actually expects us to direct our 
hurt, anger and despair to him. You see the Bible is filled with ‘laments’. 
Laments are prayers that follow a fairly reliable pattern: they start by saying to 
God ‘this situation is rubbish and I’ve had enough of it, why aren’t you doing 
something about it, God?’ They then move to saying something like ‘actually, 
when I stop and think about it, I know that you are good, God, and I know you 
will help me through this. Ultimately this will all be ok’. And you know what? 
When we pray that kind of prayer, we start to realise that God is with us in our 
suffering, that he cares and that he is able to help us – either by miraculously 
changing a situation, or by giving us the strength and wisdom to cope with it.  
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Public Worship to recommence on 

Easter Sunday (but ‘zoom’ continues) 
 
Following recent Government guidelines we are planning to reopen our 

churches from Easter Sunday onwards. As restrictions lift, additional 

worship opportunities will be added. 
 

Going forward we will be working closely together as a ‘community of 
churches’ and we would encourage you to go along to a service that suits your 
needs, even if it’s not in your local church. A very warm welcome awaits you. 
 

Social distancing still needs to be maintained and face coverings worn until 
further notice (even if you have had both vaccines). Singing is not yet allowed. 
 

It is essential that you book in advance. Bookings open the preceding Monday. 
Please email revdrosgreenhalgh@gmail.com or telephone 01789 751546 (leave 
a message). 
 

Our Sunday ‘zoom’ service will continue at 10am until such time that we can all 
worship together safely.  
The zoom link is: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2804259644?pwd=cVFwYm01S2lIWW9SRDNERk
9ySi9aUT09         or telephone: 0203 481 5237  
Meeting ID: 280 425 9644       Password: 390290 

 

A full list of the Easter Sunday Services, together with all the 

benefice services for April and May is on page 20 (the back cover) 
 

 
continued from page 4 
 
If you’d like to pray that kind of prayer, why not look up Psalm 6 or Psalm 130 

in a Bible or online? They’re quite short but I think they’re pretty amazing and 
link well to what Easter is all about: the pain of suffering transformed into the 
hope of glorious new life. Because that’s exactly what Jesus’ death and rising 
from the dead promises for each one of us. Moving from suffering to hope – 
feels kind of timely as we look towards the end of lockdown doesn’t it? 
May you know that hope and new life this Easter, 

Andrew 
Reverend Andrew Goy    Communities Minister 

mailto:revdrosgreenhalgh@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2804259644?pwd=cVFwYm01S2lIWW9SRDNERk9ySi9aUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2804259644?pwd=cVFwYm01S2lIWW9SRDNERk9ySi9aUT09
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St Swithin’s Churchwardens’ Report 
Since we last wrote an Architect and structural engineer have visited the 

church. At the time of going to press we await their reports along with 

ideas. We will be sharing ideas with you all and look forward to getting 

your thoughts. Whatever we decide to do the cost with be substantial but 

worth it to protect our grade 1 listed church which has welcomed people 

since 1238.  

At last it seems likely that we will all be able to meet again in person before 
long and to be able to get our fundraising events underway for our church. 
Lottery -You will see included in St Swithin’s News an application form for a 
lottery set up by St Swithin’s fundraising group. Please do have a look, it is only 
£15 per ticket per year - but remember to get your applications in before the end 
of April.  
Forthcoming events - Later in the year, depending on restrictions, we intend to 
start holding events, including:  
 Harvest Supper - date to be arranged;  

 Christmas pudding party on 19th November; 
 Craft Fair and Christmas Tree Festival on 4th December 

A craft and chat group meet over zoom every Friday from 10.30am to 12noon. 
The aim of the group is to inspire each other to make things to sell at the Craft 
Fair. Please call Jane or just use the zoom link to join us. We can not wait to 
meet in person over a cuppa and cake.  
Church grounds - Have you noticed the wonderful snowdrops and spring 
flowers in the churchyard?  We really are incredibly lucky to have wonderful 
people within the village who care for this tranquil space.  To encourage wild 
life we are increasing the wild flower area and installing bird and bat boxes.  
If you could help to cut the grass please call Judi or Jane to find out more.  
We wish you and your family a very Happy Easter. 

Jane & Judi (Churchwardens)  see page 2 for contact details 

Request to dog walkers 

There has been an increase in dog fouling in the church grounds.  When 

using the footpath through the churchyard dogs must be on a lead and all 

dog mess should be cleared up, and removed.  It is very upsetting for those 

who work hard maintaining the grounds to have to clear up after your dog.   
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Quinton Parish                    Council Chairman’s notes 

Well, it looks like we are at last heading Back To The Future. I think we can 

even look forward to there being a Pantomime this year! The vaccine was 

always the solution and the UK is delivering it at a magnificent pace. I know 

of several Parish residents vaccinating, doing the admin side and 

marshalling and it is certainly one of the most rewarding things I have ever 

been involved with.  
 
Planning – At the last Zoom Parish Council meeting, the PC voted to object to 
the proposed planning application to the west of Dobbie Road and a 
comprehensive objection was submitted adding to the many resident comments 
individually submitted. It was nice to see so many residents joining the meeting 
and staying on beyond that planning item. 
 
Roadworks - Taylors Lane. It is a shame that the circular walk used by so many 
has been interrupted by the complete closure of Taylors Lane at its junction with 
the Campden Road where the roundabout construction work is due to last until 
late June. The Campden Road to the north is also programmed over the coming 
months for multiple road works including in the vicinity of Waitrose, and from 
September lots to be done at the Clopton Bridge/Tiddington Road area. 
 
Dog muck -  The lazy and selfish amongst us continue to leave their dog’s muck 
on our paths. One resident showed me CCTV coverage of it actually happening. 
Another resident wrote about mess in Quinton Fields even though there are bins 
on Main Road just on the estate’s edge and also on Goose Lane – plus others. 
NO EXCUSE.  
 
Litter – You may not think there is loads of it but that is only because we have a 
number of people who each day collect rubbish once more left by lazy 
thoughtless people. Often dropped feet from a bin. NO EXCUSE. 
 
Fly tipping – even more sickening because it often involves large quantities 
and/or large items which our great litter pickers can’t deal with. NO EXCUSE. 
 
The Pavilion – A nice thing to write about. Whilst we await restrictions being 
lifted that will allow the opening of the Café at the Meon Vale Pavilion, the team 
continues to progress to equip it and prepare for that great day – which we had 
hoped to have managed for last summer’s school holidays! But not long now.  

 

Robert Spooner   Chair Quinton Parish Council 
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District Councillor’s report 
Help our Hedgehogs 
I am committed on council policies that help our local environment, wildlife and 
biodiversity. But there is something we can all do. For example, we can all take 
action to help hedgehogs, which are sadly beginning to diminish in numbers. 
Local residents in Quinton can help to look after hedgehogs. Please consider 
making your garden safe for hedgehogs with the steps below: 
 1.  Hedgehog Highways - link your gardens  
 2.  Create a wild corner 
 3.  Leave out food and water; meaty cat or dog food  
 4.  Make a home for hedgehogs, such as a log pile 
 5.  Make ponds safe with an escape ramp 
 6.  Remove litter and netting 
 7.  Stop using chemicals in your garden 
 8.  Check areas before strimming/mowing 
 9.  Take care with bonfires and check before igniting 
10. Please visit www.hedgehogstreet.org for more information, it’s the Trust’s      
      10th birthday! Or visit www.hedgehogfriendlytown.co.uk who are our local 
 hedgehog rescuers. 
 If you have any ideas on how we can help our local environment in Quinton, 
please get in touch - edward.fitter@stratford-dc.gov.uk or 07976 693080.  

District Cllr Edward Fitter 

County Councillor’s report 

I was delighted to hear this week that the Meon Vale Residents’ Association is 
now up and running and can be contacted here: meonvaleresidents@gmail.com 
with  Chair – Rosemary Kidd,   Secretary – Claire Craige,   Treasurer – Caroline 
Alderson. all stepping forward.  I believe it shows the maturity of the community 
to see this group emerging and I very much look forward to working with them 
and helping whenever needed.    
Over the last few months, I have objected to the major planning application at 

Meon Vale Woods.  I am so relieved that this has now been withdrawn.  
However, as soon as that went away, we received another planning application in 
Upper Quinton off Taylors Lane.   The site is on a narrow road and in a 
conservation area I have therefore strongly objected to this.  We await the 
outcome yet to be determined. 
We have seen more and more people out and about as the days get longer and 

https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/
mailto:dward.fitter@stratford-dc.gov.uk
tel:07976%20693080
mailto:meonvaleresidents@gmail.com
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the weather improves; the footpath between Meon Vale and School Lane that I 
was able to fund and support has been in great use and I have had many 
comments from residents who find this a really useful connection. I was also 
really pleased to help the Quinton Allotments financially through a grant to 
provide water on site.   I know how hard it is lugging water around!  I have also 
been able to support Barbara Craig and Nosh and Natter with a Grant from 
WCC.  I want to thank her and all who have supported our residents over this last 
year. 
As we emerge from lockdown, I do encourage you to still comply with SPACE, 

FACE, HANDS. We have seen a great increase in the vaccination rate and are 
well above the national average, but the virus is still with us and we are seeing it 
bubbling up and down. If you have any concerns please book a test at the centre 
in Stratford at The Other Place https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/stratford-upon-
avon-covid-community-testing-32080684767. 
As we move forward, Warwickshire County Council has support schemes 
available for Business.  I am especially keen to protect our economy and 
preserve jobs to help us to get back to normal as soon as we can.  If you have any 
queries, please do contact me on cllrmrsseccombe@warwickshire.gov.uk  

County Cllr Izzi Seccombe  

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/stratford-upon-avon-covid-community-testing-32080684767
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/stratford-upon-avon-covid-community-testing-32080684767
mailto:cllrmrsseccombe@warwickshire.gov.uk
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Meon Vale - Building a New Community 

 

We are really pleased to announce that at an online meeting, on 18
th

 

February, the Meon Vale Residents’ Association (MVRA) was launched. 

Following a consultation with residents to agree the aims of the group, a 

constitution was adopted with nine officers elected to form the Executive 

Committee which has Rosemary Kidd as the Chair.  
MVRA was formed due to residents’ concerns over not having a combined 

voice in community matters, particularly as the village crosses several local 
authority boundaries (parish, district and county). This is coupled with the need 
to be represented by an independent group and driven by a desire to make our 
village an inclusive and supportive community for everyone.  
We also hope to encourage and support different village events and activities.  

Crucially, the new group will be managed by residents for residents, being 
transparent in the group’s actions and activities and accessible to all residents. 
The executive committee posts are currently for a term of one year, then officers 
will be re-elected on an annual basis. 
The group’s initial plans are to further consult with residents over priorities for 

MVRA, to agree the best methods of communication and to find out how 
residents want to be involved.  Do keep an eye out on social media for news and 
updates and invitations for meetings and how you can join the group and help 
shape our village. Alternatively, please email meonvaleresidents@gmail.com to 
be added to our mailing list.  
We understand that some people may be hesitant about involvement in a 

community group, but being proactive in your community can be a really 
positive step and a good way to meet your neighbours and like-minded people 
(albeit difficult to meet people at the moment). It will be entirely up to residents 
as to how much they wish to participate in the new group, but as with the 
woodlands, we have already proven that when we work together, we can make a 
real difference.  
St Modwen has also announced plans for a residents’ working group. MVRA is 

completely independent of Meon Vale Management Company or the St Modwen 
Working Group, however, we are looking forward to discussing with St Modwen 
and the relevant local authorities, how we can work together to benefit our 
growing community, our wonderful new village and the many assets and 
facilities we enjoy in Meon Vale. 

Dionne Sambrook 
Resident of Meon Vale 

mailto:meonvaleresidents@gmail.com
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 The Scarecrows are coming (again!) 
 

 
The Meon Hill Scarecrows are set to return thanks to the enthusiasm of 

Chole Breen, whose initiative was responsible for their invasion of Quinton 

and Meon Vale last May. 

One scarecrow in Chloe’s front garden, to bring a bit of cheer in the midst of the 
first Covid lockdown, rapidly became a multitude.  Within five days 70 were 
registered on Facebook, with the final number being around 200, many of which 
were thanking key workers or marking the VE Day anniversary.   
The theme for this year’s scarecrow event, which will run from 1st May to 1st 
June, is ‘Celebrate Good Times’. Updates will be posted on Facebook page 
‘MEON HILL SCARECROWS’  
Chloe says: “I am looking forward to seeing once again how creative our village 
can be! And for anyone not on Facebook please feel free to contact me on my 

email: chloe.breen@hotmail.co.uk”. 
 

Quinton Glebe Allotments 

 
Back Lane, Lower Quinton  

There are a few currently uncultivated allotment plots available.   
Spring is here and now would be the best time to start!  
For details about the low annual rent, and a copy of the terms & conditions, 
email Andy Smith - smith.ap@outlook.com 

mailto:smith.ap@outlook.com
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Nosh and Natter Group 
Luncheons, Trips4U, Meon Tea & Chatter; 3M’s Café + NEW Nosh on Wheels 
Hello everyone and hope that you are adjusting to the new circumstances and 

keeping safe. 
Following the recent announcements from The Government about the new variant 

of Covid 19 it may still be a while before our Lunches can take place. However, we 

are hoping that if everything goes to plan our lunches may restart in July and the 

Meon Tea and Chatter in August.  

Trips4U 
Our Trip to Beaumaris, Isle of Anglesey is looking better as we can now go on 
an alternative date of 28th June for 4 nights, only one slight problem in that sea 
views would be restricted. For people who have booked I will be in touch when 
we know more details from the Welsh and English governments. 
Weston-super-Mare (with afternoon tea on the way home) - Monday 6th September  
Cost £25 per person - minimum of 12 is required for this day trip. 
Hereford for festive shopping and lunch - Monday 15th November  
Cost £35 per person a minimum of 12 is required for this day trip. 
Turkey Tinsel Holiday – this will be going ahead on Monday November 29th 
for four nights and the resort is now offering an inclusive package including 
tea/coffee/ drinks (with some exceptions). Lunch has also been changed in that it 
will now be served between 11 am and 4pm and the dishes will be lighter but 
still included in the price. Cost per bungalow is £339 per person plus supplement 
cost for upgrades and £354 per person plus supplement. Still awaiting cost for 
coach and this will also be dependent on how many people attend. 
Nosh on Wheels 
This venture is still going ahead till July following the Government’s opening up 
plans after lockdown.  The team of volunteers and Isobel Slatter thank the 
members for all the messages of gratitude and praise.  
Meon Vale Event 
At the time of going to Press the Hippity Hop Family are organising an Easter 
Bag Drop on Saturday 3rd April on Meon Vale including Cotswold Vale. Any 
resident who wishes to receive an Easter Bag must register on a form held at 
Londis and then post in the special post box. 
This event is being supported by Londis; Tesco: Food bank and Church of England 

In the meantime: - Please Keep Safe and follow the Governments regulations for 
Covid so that we can all start to get back to normal by 21st June  as planned. 
  

Barbara  07771708151 
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November return to the stage 

planned for QUADS 
 

An update from QUADS chairman 

 
 

It was such a shame that due to the pandemic QUADS was not able to 

perform a pantomime in 2020 or put on our usual spring show this year. 

 However, things are looking more hopeful for the future and it is our 

intention to stage a pantomime at the end of November this year!    (Oh yes 

it is!!)   

All being well, rehearsals will start in September.  This of course assumes that 
there will be no adverse developments in our fight against the virus.  Our script 
readers are already searching for a pantomime that we hope will entertain you 
although as yet no choice has been made.   
With regards to a spring show in 2022, we will make a decision about that in due 
course after the QUADS committee has had a chance to think about it.  We hope 
to see you in November! 
        Richard Belcher

 

 
AGRICULTURAL ENGINEERS 

 

Supporting the local 
farming community 

 

 

 

Telephone: 01789 720265 

Goose Lane, Upper Quinton 

 

 

 

Are you 

PROVIDING A SERVICE 

or 

SELLING SOMETHING ? 
 

St Swithin’s News would give 

you access to every household 

in the parish.   
 

Currently more than 1,600 

copies delivered every other 

month. 
 

For details of the competitive 

advertising rates - e-mail: 

nicholas.bond@farming.me.uk  

or phone 01789 721311 

mailto:nicholas.bond@faming.me.uk
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Farewell         
                     It is with sadness that we record the  

                    deaths of three respected Quintonians 

Tony & Lynn  Smith  

Tribute by Emma Smith   

Myself and Lucy were deeply 
saddened by the passing of our 
wonderful parents within three 
weeks of each other - such an 
unreal time. 
Mum passed away on 2nd 

February and Dad on 26th 
February.  
Dad and Mum will be forever 
fondly remembered as Landlord  
and Landlady of The College Arms. 
We, as a family, arrived in Lower Quinton in 1987 and left The College Arms 

in 2005.  They were superb in every aspect in making "The College" what it was. 
Their hospitality was second to none. During this time they met and made some 
wonderful friends. 
In 2003 Lucy got married at our wonderful church and I remember Dad being 

proud as punch walking her across from the pub, Mum was equally proud and 
forever the glamorous Landlady. 
They will be sadly missed by so many. 
On behalf of the family, myself and Lucy would like to thank everyone for their 

wonderful messages and support during a very difficult time for us all. 
 

Mike Johnson  

Tribute by Mary Johnson 

Mike Johnson, who lived in Upper Quinton for 
the last 25 years, passed away on 23rd January in 
Quinton House Nursing Home after a long 
illness.      
Mike was born in Grimsby in 1936 and never 

lost his love of fish.  The war years marked his 
childhood.   He, his mother and brother several 
times escaped the heavy bombing in city centres, 
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settling finally in a more peaceful Lincolnshire village. The importance of thrift 
and appreciation of small pleasures stayed with Mike all his life.  Mike enjoyed 
school and scholarship saw him through to university entrance at Leeds where he 
studied Russian and philosophy.    
After university Mike became a teacher, working first in secondary moderns in 

Leeds while teaching Russian in night schools.  In those years he worked 
primarily with less advantaged young people. 
Mike married in 1960 and spent two years with his young family in Geneva, 

Switzerland, teaching at the International School.  Back in England the emphasis 
of his educational work shifted to administration and he spent some years as 
deputy head of a large comprehensive in Cambridgeshire.  In 1981 he remarried.  
Mary is American and they and Mike’s two boys spent some years in Virginia. 
Mike’s final teaching job was as vice-principal of a community college in 

Sussex.  When Mary went to work for the Royal Shakespeare Company the 
couple moved to Warwickshire and settled in Upper Quinton. 
Mike was quiet, patient, modest and kind; he was also pithy, witty and 

insatiably curious. He was a great reader and walker, a fan of travel and steam 
engines, and a lover of classical music.  He was a dear and wonderful husband to 
Mary and a beloved father and grandfather to Vicky, Alex and Dominic and their 
children.  They and Mike’s friends and neighbours miss him very much. 

 
 

Neighbourhood Plan update 
The draft Plan for Quinton Parish is with Stratford District Council for 

review. Once we have their approval we can move forward with the 

statutory six week consultation with residents.  
The Council will then organise an independent review and then a referendum so 
that residents can vote on the Plan.  
The Plan includes the protection of green spaces and valued landscapes across 
the Parish as well as policies covering any future housing development.  
For updates please visit www.quinton-plan.org 
 

John Cooper Foundation 
This charity provides grants (typically around £60 per term) to help university 
students in Quinton and other local villages with the cost of books etc.  
 

Contact Paul Milliken on 01789 721229 for further details of both the John 
Cooper Foundation and the Quinton Neighbourhood Plan. 

http://www.quinton-plan.org/
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Fern 
 
In our garden there is a fern which was given to me nearly fifty years ago by 

Miss Izard. When we first came to live in Upper Quinton, Miss Izard lived 

in the cottage opposite to us. 
 

 
 

She would have been in her late seventies and I 
in my mid twenties, but we struck up a friendship 
which lasted until her death. This wasn’t as easy 
as it sounds because I am deaf and Miss Izard 
had a problem with her voice and could only 
whisper. She told me (very quietly!) that on one 
occasion, as a child, she was sent by her father 
on an errand to Mickleton. Naturally, she walked 
over the hill and on the way, noticed a fern 
growing. She decided to go back and dig up a 
piece of this fern for her mother. After her 
parents died, she moved to the cottage and a 
piece of the fern went with her. That has now 

gone, but I still have mine - 140+ years in the life of a fern! 
After William was born, I was at home all day and the fortnightly visit of the 

Library Van to The Green was very welcome. Miss Izard and I usually walked 
down there together.  
Occasionally, I visited Miss Izard in her cottage, for a chat. She told me that 

when she was a child, her family lived in what is now Winton House. Her father, 
as a child, visited his grandparents who farmed in Hereford. At the end of the 
summer, his grandfather drove his bullocks from Hereford to Quinton and the 
child, being too young to walk so far, rode home on one of them!  
Across a field in Upper Quinton, there is part of an ancient wall and a couple of 

very old apple trees. Miss Izard’s father told her that the wall was part of the one 
which surrounded the nunnery. Now I’m not sure how accurate this information 
is, but my mother told me that Quinton - ‘Queentown’ - was the home of a 
nunnery of the nuns of Polesworth. The stone road leading from Upper Quinton 
to the church was the route they took for church services. The Cotswold stone 
road, wide enough for a carriage, still existed until relatively recently, but it was 
removed by the farmer and the right of way slightly re-routed. It still leads to the 
churchyard, though.  

                                                Marguerite  
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Covid Vaccination update 
We are delighted with the progress we are making with vaccinating patients 

of Meon, Shipston and Hastings House surgeries. 

As at 1
st
 March, 98.5% of the over 80s had received the first vaccination, 

96.7% of patients aged 75-79 and 95.6% of those aged 70-74. 

This is one of the best uptakes of any Primary Care Network in the UK. 

None of this would have been possible without the huge commitment of NHS 
staff and also a great band of volunteers. Thank you to you all! 
By the time you read this, we will be vaccinating priority groups 1 to 8. If you 

have not been contacted to book in your vaccination, please contact the Practice 
direct. Groups 1-8 incorporate adults aged 55 and over, the clinically extremely 
vulnerable and also adults aged 18-65 in an at-risk group. For further 
information, please refer to our website. 
If you are an eligible frontline worker, social care worker or a carer, please refer 

to the link below for more information including how to book a vaccination if 
you are eligible - https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-
19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/ 
VASA continue to offer FREE transport to vaccination appointments, to book 

transport telephone 01789 262889 or email transport@vasa.org.uk 
If you have already received your first vaccination, you will receive another 

invitation to receive your second dose within three months of having your first 
vaccine. This is in line with national guidance, and more information on this 
decision can be found on the Government’s website. 
If you have any questions, please view the Frequently Asked Questions page on 

the CCG’s website (NHS South Warwickshire Clinical Commissioning Group - 
Your Health - FAQs). 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/coronavirus-vaccination/book-coronavirus-vaccination/
mailto:transport@vasa.org.uk
https://www.southwarwickshireccg.nhs.uk/Your-Health/COVID-19-Vaccination/FAQs
https://www.southwarwickshireccg.nhs.uk/Your-Health/COVID-19-Vaccination/FAQs
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Overview from the Secretary of State for 

Covid-19 Vaccine Deployment  
I am delighted that the vaccination programme is continuing apace 

throughout the UK. Nationally, we are working quickly through the top 

priority groups and are well on the way to achieving our targets of offering 

a first dose to all over 50s by mid-April, and to all adults by the end of July.  
Every day, further real-world evidence is emerging of the potent effect these 

vaccinations are having on reducing hospitalisations and deaths. This is cause for 
great relief and makes our return to normality an ever more certain and nearer 
prospect. 
The situation is no different in Stratford-on-Avon. According to the latest data 

at the time of writing, 32,794 over 65s had received at least one vaccine dose in 
Stratford-on-Avon district, alongside 20,523 under 65s. In South Warwickshire, 
which also includes Warwick district, 98.9% of those aged 65 or over have now 
received at least a first dose, giving us one of the highest rates of vaccine uptake 
anywhere in the country and – because of our global leadership in this effort - the 
world. 
Hastings House in Wellesbourne, where many in Quinton and the surrounds are 

travelling for their vaccine, is a key contributor to this phenomenal local uptake. 
At the time of writing, it was brought to my attention that the vaccination centre 
was approaching its 10,000th jab. It will almost certainly have achieved this 
milestone by the time this magazine goes to print. I would therefore like to 
congratulate Hastings House, the NHS staff and all the volunteers who have 
delivered this truly remarkable achievement. I am sure that residents across the 
district will join me in doing so. 

Nadhim Zahawi MP 

 

Admington     Sunday 9th May 

Volunteers are needed to help 

with marshalling at road 

crossings.   If you can spare a 

couple of hours please contact 

Lydia Stowe on 01789 720443

This annual ride, organised by Sue Cook, attracts nearly 300 riders and horses of 
all ages and sizes, many travelling considerable distances to attend what is one of  
the most enjoyable fun rides in the area.  Each year it raises several thousand 
pounds for St Swithin’s Church, R.A.B.I, Breast Cancer Charity and a number of 
local charities.  



Easter Services 
 

Good Friday   2nd April    7.30pm  on zoom 

A Service of Quiet Reflection with music and pictures  

Zoom link:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2804259644?pwd=cVFwYm01S2lIWW9 
SRDNERk9ySi9aUT09  or telephone:  0203 481 5237  
Meeting ID:     280 425 9644     Password:       390290 
 

Easter Sunday Services  4
th

 April  

St Swithin’s Lower Quinton Family Communion 10.30am 
St Peter’s Welford  Family Communion 10.30am 
All Saints’ Weston  Holy Communion 9am 
St James’ Long Marston Holy Communion  9am 

Public worship in April and May 
Sunday April 11

th
 

St Swithin’s Lower Quinton  
Holy Communion 10.30am 
All Saints’ Weston   
Holy Communion 9am 
 
Sunday April 18

th
  

St Peter’s Welford   
Holy Communion 9am 
St James’ Long Marston 
Breakfast Service 10.30am  
                          (bring your own refreshments) 
 

Sunday April 25
th

 

St Swithin’s Lower Quinton  
Family Communion 10.30am 
All Saints’ Weston   
Holy Communion 9am 
 
Sunday May 2

nd
 

St Peter’s Welford   
Family Communion 10.30am 
St James’ Long Marston  
Holy Communion  9am  
 

Sunday May 9
th

 

St Swithin’s Lower Quinton  
Holy Communion 10.30am 
All Saints Weston   
Holy Communion 9am 
 
Sunday May 16

th
 

St Peter’s Welford   
Holy Communion 9am 
St James’ Long Marston Breakfast 
Service10.30am  
                          (bring your own refreshments) 
 
Sunday May 23

rd 
Pentecost 

St Swithin’s Lower Quinton  
Family Communion 10.30am 
All Saints’ Weston   
Holy Communion 9am 
 
Sunday May 30

th
 Trinity Sunday 

United Service at St James’ Long 
Marston   10.30am 
(bring a chair or picnic rug and some 
refreshments if the weather is sunny!) 

Public Worship recommences on Easter Sunday (but ‘zoom’ continues) 

Booking is required for all services in church - see page 5 for details  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/2804259644?pwd=cVFwYm01S2lIWW9

